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1. Objectives

The objectives of the increased fee exemption program are to:
e Support students in successfully completing their programs of study.
e Reduce the financial burden of differential tuition fees for international students.
e Actasarecruitment toolin the process of recruiting new members to research
programs with the aim of attracting the best international talent.

2. Distinction between the different exemption programs

For students enrolled in graduate programs at the Faculty of Science and at the CUFE, three
exemption programs can help reduce the financial burden of differential tuition fees. The firstis
offered by the Government of Quebec, while the other two are managed directly by the Faculty
of Science.

Financial support for international students - Exemption from differential tuition fees under

international agreements

e This government program allows international students to benefit from a total exemption
from differential fees, enabling them to pay the same tuition fees as Quebec students.

e Under this program, agreements have been signed between Quebec and more than 40
countries to offer exemption scholarships to their candidates.

e Under an agreement between France and Quebec, all French and Belgian students benefit
from this exemption without having to apply for it. However, they must have a Quebec
Acceptance Certificate (CAQ) and a study permit valid for the entire duration of their
program of study.

e Full details of this program are available on the Quebec government website'.

Program of exemption of differential tuition fees for international students enrolled in the

Faculty of Science and CUFE

e This program, specific to the Faculty of Science and, by extension, to the CUFE, allows
international students who are not exempt under specific agreements to obtain a partial or
total exemption, depending on their level of study.

e Depending on the number of exemptions available to the Faculty of Science, the amount of
the differential tuition fees payable is reduced by at least 50%, often up to 80% for students
enrolled in a research-based master's program.

e Students enrolled in a doctoral program are eligible for a full exemption, provided they have
applied for a scholarship under the Quebec government's international agreements for
exemption from additional tuition fees, where applicable.

T https://www.quebec.ca/education/etudier-quebec/aide-financiere-etudiants-internationaux/exemption-
droits-scolarite-ententes
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Faculty of Science Financial Assistance for Academic Success

e This program, specific to the Faculty of Science, allows international students enrolled in
course-based master programs that are not exempt under special agreements to obtain a
partial exemption from their differential tuition fees.

e Since tuition fees for course-based master's programs are billed based on the number of
credits registered each term, this financial support is also granted based on this number of
credits.

e This program provides a reduction of just under 50% of the differential tuition fees.

3. Eligibility criteria for the financial assistance for academic success and exemption
programs

Students must:

e Have submitted an application to the national representative responsible for the
exemption program under the agreement with Quebec, where applicable

e Beenrolled full-time (9 credits or more)?

e Be officially enrolled by the course change deadline®

e Submit an application for the exemption program using the form published on the
USherbrooke International website within the prescribed timeframe.*

e Comply with the file analysis guidelines throughout the program (see point 4)

e Berecommended by a respondent, if applicable

4. Guidelines for the analysis of files

e Guidelines have been defined to enable more specific analysis of student files.

e These guidelines define the conditions for validating exemption requests.®

e They take effect starting from the second term of registration.

e They are analyzed on a cumulative basis for the entire program each term, rather than on a
quarterly basis.

Cumulative average
» Equalto or higher than 2.7 out of 4.3, financial support granted
> Lessthan 2.7 out of 4.3, a positive recommendation by the respondent (program
coordinator and/or research director) is required for the payment of the financial
support.
= |nthe event of a negative recommendation, no payment is made for
the present term, and reassessment will be possible for the next
term.

2 Full-time enrolment includes all pedagogical activities registered in the student file during the same term. However, only
mandatory (link 1) and optional (link 2) educational activities are considered when calculating the amount of the
increased fee exemption.

3 Autumn term: September 15; Winter term: January 21; Summer term: May 21

4 Autumn term: September 15; Winter term: January 15; Summer term: May 15

51t should be remembered that the eligibility criteria are the primary conditions for being eligible for this program.
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Withdrawal from the course (AB notation on transcript)

» For one pedagogical activity, financial support granted.

» For more than one pedagogical activity, a positive recommendation by the
respondent (program coordinator and/or research director) is required for payment
of the financial support.

= Inthe event of a negative recommendation, no payment is made for
the present term, and reassessment will be possible for the next
term.

Failure of one or more pedagogical activities (grades E or W on transcript)

» For a pedagogical activity, a positive recommendation from the respondent
(program coordinator and/or research director) is required for payment of the
financial support.

= Inthe event of a negative recommendation, no payment is made for
the present term, and reassessment will be possible for the next
term.

» For more than one pedagogical activity, no payment for the present term.
= The exemption program is put on hold for the student, and the file
will be re-evaluated the following term.
= A meeting between the student and the person in charge of the
program is mandatory to discuss possible options.

5. Roles and responsibilities

Student

e Apply to the national representative for the exemption scholarship, if the country of
nationality is part of the agreement with the Quebec government.

e Submit an application each term, completing the appropriate form within the prescribed
deadlines

e Attend a meeting to present the program for students enrolled in their first term.

e Register full-time each term

e Have an official registration approved by the Registrar's Office before the deadline for
course selection changes®”’.

e Hold a CAQ and a study permit for the duration of the program of study, or be in the process
of renewal, if applicable.

USherbrooke International

o |nform international students of the program of exemption of differential tuition fees
throughout the year.

e Produce, each term, a list of international students who may be eligible for this program.
e Prepare and publicize, each term, the application form for international students.

8 Fall term: September 15; Winter term: January 21; Summer term: May 21
7 Students are invited to contact the person in charge of the exemption program at their faculty to explain any exceptional
situation.
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e Provide to the Faculty of Science a list of international students who have applied for the
program of exemption of differential tuition fees.

e Provide to the Faculty of Science, each term, the number of exemptions available for the
government exemption program.

e Provide to the Faculty of Science periodically a list of students benefiting from exemptions
under government agreements.

Faculty of Science or CUFE academic staff (coordination)

e Attherequest of the person in charge of the program at the Faculty of Science or CUFE,
analyze student files and make recommendations for high-stake files.

o |nform international students about financial assistance for academic success and
exemption programs.

Program Manager, Faculty Management

e Organize the first-term meeting and inform students enrolled in their first term of their
program of study

o Receive list of program applications each term

e Draw up a list of files requiring a recommendation

o Prepare the list of students receiving exemptions and those who will receive exemptions
from the Faculty

o Validate amounts with faculty direction and with the person responsible in the Finance
Department

o |nform students receiving exemptions of the increased fees they will be required to pay

6. Procedure

Admission and immigration
When a candidate is planning an application to a graduated program at the Université de
Sherbrooke, he or she must apply for admission on the UdeS website, respecting all the criteria and
submitting the documents required for the analysis of his or her file.

Once thefile is complete, it is analyzed by the people responsible for the programs and a decision
is made. A decision letter will be sent to the applicant.

In the event of a positive decision on admission to a program, a letter concerning the exemption
programs offered by the Faculty of Science or the CUFE is sent to future international students. This
letter explains the steps to be followed but also serves as an official document for applications for
Certificat d'acceptation du Québec (CAQ) and study permit, to help prove the student's financial
situation.

The student must then apply for the CAQ and then for the study permit. In the meantime, she or he
must check whether her or his country is among those that have an agreement with Quebec for a
full exemption from differential tuition fees. If so, the student must take the necessary steps to
apply. Regardless of the outcome of the application, students must send proof of their application
by e-mail to vdr-sciences@usherbrooke.ca to show that action has been taken within the
framework of this financial support program.

September 2025 6


https://www.usherbrooke.ca/admission/da/
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/study-quebec/temporary-selection-studies
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/apply.html
mailto:vdr-sciences@usherbrooke.ca

If the national program is not available at the time of the first application, it is important that the
student applies when the program becomes available.

Preparing for arrival and registration
Approximately two months before the start of the term, an e-mail is sent inviting students to register
for activities in the term of arrival. It is recommended that these actions be carried out diligently;
however, the deadline for completing registration is September 15 (fall term), January 21 (winter
term) or May 21 (summer term).

Students are invited to
a. activate their personal identification code (CIP)
b. activate your @USherbrooke.ca e-mail address
c. validate the methods to be used for double authentication
d. register pedagogical activities for your first term of enrolment

One month before the start of term, an e-mail is sent to international students directing them to the
exemption program application. A link leads to a form to be filled online. No further action is
required. The student receives a confirmation e-mail following this request; it is strongly
recommended to keep this proof. The deadline for completing the application is September 15 (fall
term), January 15 (winter term) or May 15 (summer term).

It is the student's responsibility to be vigilant and to apply before the exemption
deadlines, for all terms in which he or she may be eligible.

Upon arrival at the Université de Sherbrooke, students must finalize their administrative registration
and ensure they have everything they need for the start of the term:

a. Have active CIP and USherbrooke.ca e-mail address.
b. Finalize registration - for students enrolled in a Faculty of Science programs
i. Have registered their first term's pedagogical activities in HoraireWeb
ii. Have duly completed their academic registration.
1. Meeting with a Faculty resource person (see point 8)
2. Meeting with USherbrooke International (health insurance)
3. Delivery of CAQ and study permit to Service Centre
c. Have paid the confirmation deposit ($300 + insurance fees)®
d. Have student card activated

Exemption program and billing
For the program of exemption of differential tuition fees, international students enrolled in their first
trimester must ensure that they:
a. Havefilled the application form on the website of USherbrooke International®
b. Attend the mandatory meeting regarding the program of exemption of differential tuition
fees at the Faculty of Science™.

8 This confirmation deposit will be used to reduce the amount of the first invoice.

® https://www.usherbrooke.ca/international/fr/etudier-a-udes/exemption-droits-scolarite-majores

1 An e-mail will be sent to all international students registered for their first term to inform them of this
mandatory meeting.
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At the time of the billing, the exemption will not be automatically applied. The international student
should expect to see a global amount on his/her bill that does not include the reduction in
differential tuition fees. The exemption will be applied in the following weeks, around mid-term. A
new invoice is then issued with the adjusted amount.

The invoice must be paid within one month of the new invoice, without interest. This invoice must
be paid in full - on the last day of the term at the latest - to ensure full and official registration for the
following term. Please note that interest charges may be added to the invoice in the event of late
payment.

Subsequent terms of study
Students must ensure that their registration is complete and official. To do so, they must

a. Register for all terms in accordance with the instructions received from the Faculty of
Science or CUFE.

b. Ensure thatimmigration documents are valid for the duration of the term.

c. Paytuition fees in full before the start of the term.

For each term of eligibility, the student must complete the exemption request form. Students
enrolled in a research program must apply for exemption for the first six (6) terms of the doctoral
program and for the first three (3) terms of the research master's program. Students enrolled in
course-type master's programs must apply for exemption for all terms in which they are registered
for 9 credits or more.

The exemption and billing process remain the same for all registration terms.

7. lIssues and proposed solutions

Here are a few situations where challenges could be encountered and possible solutions:
» My country is not on the list of countries covered by the student mobility agreement.

If your country is not on the list of countries and international organizations that have signed
an international agreement on international academic mobility, you are still eligible for the
exemption program offered by the Faculty of Science. You must, however, meet all other
eligibility criteria and comply with the requirements of this partial exemption program (see
point 3 of this document).

> |l did not receive the full exemption scholarship. Can | apply for partial exemption from the
Faculty of Science?

If you have applied to your national representative and have not received the exemption
award, you may apply for the exemption program as explained in this document. If, at the
time of application, the national program is closed, it would be wise to apply when that
competition is offered again. These scholarship programs usually have two application
periods.

September 2025 8


https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/education/publications-adm/ES/Etudier-quebec/Pays-signataires.pdf?1657025509

» I'mwondering about the eligibility criteria.

Eligibility criteria are set out in point 3 of this document. If you have any questions, please
contact the Assistant to the Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Science by e-mail'" or by phone™.

> ldidn't make the request in time.

Itis imperative to apply before the exemption deadline. However, there may be situations
where the request is made late. In such cases, you should contact the Assistant to the Vice-
Dean of the Faculty of Science as soon as possible to assess the possibility of still receiving
the partial exemption. Your request will be analyzed on a case-by-case basis; however, this
does not guarantee a favorable response.

» My registration is not completed by the application deadline.

Without a complete enrolment (legal documents valid for the entire term, full-time
enrolment, no balance on billing), it is not possible to receive a financial support. As this
exemption program is closely linked to program funding, it is not possible to make
exemption payments without official registration.

Therefore, if you encounter any issues with your registration that could have an impact on
your eligibility for the faculty exemption program, it is important to contact your program
coordinator to explore possible solutions. However, this does not guarantee a favorable
response.

» My grade point average (GPA) is less than 2.7 out of 4.3.

With a cumulative GPA of less than 2.7, the coordinator of your program of study will
analyze your file to understand the reasons for your low-grade point average. You will receive
a letter from the Faculty of Science or CUFE indicating that you are on probation and need
to raise your grade point average above 2.7. Depending on the analysis of your file, you may
still be granted partial exemption for one term.

To be eligible for graduation, you must have maintained a cumulative grade
point average equal to or greater than 2.7 out of 4.3, It is on this basis that the
cumulative average tag is justified.

> I've dropped a course. What's wrong?

The exemption program allows students to drop a course in the program without penalty,
i.e., without losing the opportunity to receive the financial support for subsequent terms.
However, it is important to note that, for the success aid program, there will be no additional
payment for any enrolled pedagogical activity that exceeds the 45 credits of the program.

1 Josee.Lamoureux@USherbrooke.ca
121-819-821-8000 poste 63000
3 Article 5.2.3 du Réglement des études de ’Université de Sherbrooke
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If you must repeat an educational activity, it will not be covered by the financial assistance
for academic success program. You will therefore be required to pay the full tuition for this
activity.

» |failed a class.

In this type of situation, the coordinator of your program of study will analyze your file to
understand the reasons for your failure. Depending on the analysis of your file, you may still
be granted partial exemption for one term. However, this does not guarantee a favorable
response.

It's important to note that, for the financial assistance for academic success program, there
will be no additional payment for any enrolled pedagogical activity that exceeds the 45
credits of the program. If you must repeat an educational activity, it will not be covered by
the financial assistance for academic success program. You will therefore be required to
pay the full tuition for this activity.

» |failed several courses.

In this type of situation, the coordinator of your program of study will analyze your file to
understand the reasons for these failures. There will be no financial supportin this
situation. Depending on the situation, a remediation plan may be required to enable you to
regularize your file. The exemption or success assistance program may be continued the
following term if the guidelines are once again respected.

It's important to note that, for the financial assistance for academic success program, there
will be no additional payment for any enrolled educational activity that exceeds the 45
credits of the program. If you must repeat an educational activity, it will not be covered by
the financial assistance for academic success program. You will therefore be required to
pay the full tuition for this activity.

» |did not attend the mandatory meeting on the presentation of programs of exemption of
differential tuition fees.

It is important to contact the assistant vice-dean of the Faculty of Science to complete this
prerequisite. This meeting is very important to understand all the facets of the exemption
program and to answer any outstanding questions.

» How do | renew my CAQ and study permit?

It may happen that your immigration documents need to be renewed along the way. The
golden rule is to anticipate in order to avoid unpleasant surprises. It would be wise to start
the process six months before the expiry date of your immigration documents.

You must request the Service Center for a CAQ and study permit renewal certificate

(attestation pour le renouvellement de CAQ et de permis d’études), as well as an official
copy of your transcripts.

September 2025 10


https://www.usherbrooke.ca/communaute-etudiante/services-administratifs/centres-de-services/#c119120-1

If you have any questions about renewing these documents, you can contact the
immigration advisors at USherbrooke International by e-mail' or by making an appointment

with them's.

> l've received my invoice, but the exemption hasn't been applied. Should | be concerned?

The first invoice sent at the beginning of the term will always be the total invoice without the
exemption having been applied. The exemption will be applied later, on the final file. As
soon as possible, you will receive a letter stating the adjustment to the differential tuition
fees for that term, and it will be possible to observe the change between six and eight weeks

after the start of the term.

8. Contact people

Faculté des sciences et Centre universitaire de formation en environnement

Josée Lamoureux
USherbrooke International
Eric Langlois

Josee.Lamoureux@USherbrooke.ca

etudiants.internationaux@USherbrooke.ca

Program

Contacts

Maitrise en biologie

Marie-Eve Lacombe-Harvey
etud.superieures.biologie@usherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en chimie

Natasha Seibert Desharnais
chimie@usherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en environnement (CUFE)

Judith Vien
Judith.Vien@USherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en gestion systémique des milieux
naturels

Caroline Cloutier
Caroline.Cloutier@USherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en génie logiciel
Campus principal

Julie Desnoyers
coord-ESR-info@USherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en génie logiciel
Campus de Longueuil

Vincent Echelard
ti@USherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en informatique
Campus principal

Julie Desnoyers
coord-ESR-info@USherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en informatique
Campus de Longueuil

Vincent Echelard
ti@USherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en mathématiques

Liane Desharnais
Coordination.Mathematiques@usherbrooke.ca

Maitrise en physique

Lyne St-Hilaire
Lyne.St-Hilaire@USherbrooke.ca

Doctorat en biologie

Marie-Eve Lacombe-Harvey
etud.superieures.biologie@usherbrooke.ca

Doctorat en chimie

Natasha Siebert Desharnais

™ Immigration@USherbrooke.ca

15 https://www.usherbrooke.ca/international/fr/nous-joindre/prise-de-rendez-vous
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Program

Contacts

chimie@usherbrooke.ca

Doctorat en informatique

Julie Desnoyers
coord-ESR-info@USherbrooke.ca

Doctorat en mathématiques

Liane Desharnais
Coordination.Mathematiques@usherbrooke.ca

Doctorat en physique

Lyne St-Hilaire
Lyne.St-Hilaire@USherbrooke.ca
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