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Résumé 
 

Erotic heterosexual male submission is an esoteric and 

marginalised sexual practice. In contemporary Western society, it is 

popularly known as femdom (from female or feminine domination). 

In practice, femdom, while having a presence in BDSM subculture, 

remains largely confined to a commercialised sex industry serving 

alternative masculine desires. Femdom relies on an unusual sexual 

script that differs markedly from that of mainstream heterosexual 

masculinities and BDSM performances in what I will argue are two 

significant influences in its construction: the contemporary 

commoditization of femdom sex, and the reproduction of 

masochism.  

This dissertation focuses primarily on the latter by reframing 

femdom as a heterodox and recondite erotico-religious intertextual 

phenomenon which has deep roots in the original genesis of 

masochism. It fills a notable lacunae in the study of male erotic 

submission and advances the historical analysis of masochism as a 

sexualized religious practice shaping contemporary femdom 

performances. 

I argue that a redress of masochism, and the masochistic 

confessions informing it as a queer Judeo-Christian theology of 

passion (suffering) and resurrection (rebirth, transformation), 

establishes a thematic framework in which we can trace a history of 

erotic female domination to its century old literary beginnings. 

Sacher-Masoch’s confessional script, notable for its explicit 

prudery, has in turn been reworked by the sex industry to produce 

the contemporary femdom sexual script: this relatively arcane erotic 

performance upends mainstream sex roles and manifests itself as an 

esoteric reproduction of religious culture. 


