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Project Description

Pancreatic cancer remains one of the most challenging cancers to treat, due in part to its resistance to conventional therapies and highly
immunosuppressive tumor microenvironment. Our laboratory is developing an innovative oncolytic virus-based approach designed to
directly target tumor cells while reprogramming the tumor microenvironment to promote anti-tumor immunity.

This project will investigate and optimize a therapeutic vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV) and define its mechanisms of action in pancreatic
cancer.

The PhD candidate will investigate the molecular and immune mechanisms underlying these effects and identify biomarkers associated
with therapeutic response. The project will employ preclinical pancreatic cancer models, multiparameter flow cytometry, molecular biology,
imaging, and patient-derived tumor models.

This project will provide multidisciplinary training at the interface of cancer biology, immunology, virology, and therapeutic development,
within a highly collaborative and clinically oriented research environment.
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