
FACULTÉ DE MÉDECINE ET DES SCIENCES DE LA SANTÉ

CONFÉRENCE
Département 

d’immunologie et 

biologie cellulaire

Dre Samantha Gruenheid
Department of Microbiology and Immunology

Université McGill

USherbrooke.ca/medecine

Le mardi 9 juin 2026

13h30

À l’IRCUS au local Z8-1049/1050

Dr. Gruenheid obtained her doctorate degree from McGill University, where she studied 

mechanisms of innate host resistance to infection, under the mentorship of Dr. Philippe Gros. 

She undertook postdoctoral studies with Dr. Brett Finlay at the University of British Columbia, 

where she identified and characterized virulence factors of enteropathogenic bacteria. Currently, 

she is a Professor and Chair of the Department of Microbiology and Immunology at McGill. Her 

research interests include investigation of host-pathogen interactions governing intestinal 

infections, and study the emerging role of intestinal infection and inflammation in Parkinson’s 

Disease. Dr. Gruenheid has been a recipient of a Canada Research Chair (Tier 2), a Senior 

Research Scholar award from the Fonds de Recherche du Quebec, and is a fellow of the 

Canadian Association of Gastroenterology.

Investigating the Role of the Parkinson’s 
Disease Associated Gene PINK1 in the Colonic 
Epithelium
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